
SSMCS WELCOMES YOU TO THE 
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

1841 Whitney Mesa Drive 
Henderson, NV 89014 

Phone: 702.522.6220        Fax: 702.522.6218 
Website: www.SilverSandsMCS.org

Message from Administration

Welcome to Silver Sands Montessori Charter School! We are delighted 
that you are a part of our community. From our kindergarteners to our 
eighth graders, SSMCS is committed to providing a positive environment 
for all children and their families. We can’t wait to see our returning 
families, new families, and incoming Kindergarteners on August 9th.  

Back to School time is always a time of excitement and change, yet with 
that comes anxiety and nervousness for many children. We will do our 
best to ensure the transition is as seamless as possible and to ensure that 
each child feels loved, respected, and safe. A Montessori learning 
environment is like no other … our main objective at SSMCS is to provide 
a carefully planned, stimulating environment which will help children to 
develop within themselves the habits, attitudes, skills, and ideas essential 
for a lifetime of creative thinking and learning. Respect and courtesy at 
SSMCS is the foundation for everything we do.  

We are excited that you chose a Montessori education for your family. The 
Montessori Method serves as a guide to raising unselfish, self-regulated, 
caring human beings who are problem solvers and have the self-
confidence to lead successful lives by their own efforts, rather than at the 
expense of their fellow citizens. The world needs as many people with 
these qualities as possible. The world needs Montessori. 

Maria Montessori, founder of the Montessori school of thought, firmly 
believed that children have incredibly absorbent minds, assimilating all 
that they see, hear, and experience. By thoughtfully planning the 
environment in which children live and learn, the Montessori Method 
provides the positive experiences you as parents and SSMCS want our 
children to have in order to grow up with healthy minds, healthy 
attitudes and healthy life strategies. 

We strive to continue to provide a system of education that denotes itself 
to creating a safe, positive atmosphere in which children can learn, grow, 
achieve, succeed, and come to respect themselves and others.  

We are so excited about this new school year and welcome your 
involvement. Please feel free to contact any of us by email, phone or in 
person with any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely,  

Ms. Sheila (Principal), Ms. Marlo (Head of School), Ms. Danette (Director 
of Operations), Mr. Johnny (Assistant Principal) and Ms. Kim (Special 
Programs Admin.)

“Whoever touches the life of the child 
touches the most sensitive point of a whole, 
which has roots in the most distant past and 
climbs toward the infinite future.” 

-Dr. Maria Montessori

Dates to Remember
2021 

7/26	 School Office open 
7/30	 Teachers Return 
8/2	 Support Staff Return 
8/5	 Supply Drop-Off 4pm-6pm 
8/9	 First Day of School  
8/26	 Open House 
9/3	 1/2 day Attendance 
9/6	 Labor Day (No School) 
9/9	 Picture Day	  
10/8	 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
	 1st Qtr Ends (44 days) 
10/15&18 Parent/Teacher Conf. 	
	 (No School) 
10/23 	 Trunk-Treat/Festival 	
	 (tentative) 
10/28	 1/2 day Attendance 
10/29	 Nevada Day (No school) 
11/11-12	 Veterans Day (No School)  
11/22-26 	Thanksgiving/Family 	
	 Days (No School) 	  
12/17	 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
	 2nd Qtr Ends (42 days) 
	 1st Semester Ends 
12/20	 Winter Break 
	 No School 12/20 –1/3 
1/4	 Prof. Dev. (No School)

http://www.SilverSandsMCS.org


 Back to School/School Supply Drop-off on Thursday, Aug. 5

We hope you will join us on Thursday, August 5th for your first opportunity to meet the staff and families 
that have made the commitment to be a part of this school community. Classroom assignments will be 
posted. 

Please check in directly to your homeroom classroom to sign in and pick up your orientation packet. Please 
bring your supplies to your assigned classroom, this will help make the first day of school a much easier 
transition into the classroom. The teachers and support teachers will be in their classrooms for you to meet 
them and drop off your supplies.  

The schedule of times by Last Name is:       A-F 4pm-4:30pm    G-O 4:45pm -5:15pm  P-Z 5:30pm-6pm 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: your child may be assigned to an allergy aware classroom. Should that occur the 
teacher assigned to your child’s classroom will be providing you with additional information as to what 
families are strongly advised to refrain from bringing in that classroom. A copy of the allergen policy can be 
found on our website at https://www.silversandsmcs.org/ssmcs-documents. 

Please call the school at 702-522-6220 if you have any questions.

Mask in Schools Update

Silver Sands is committed to and recognizes the importance of bringing our children back into the 
classroom and building for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year. We are keeping the safety of our students 
and staff in each decision made to reopen the building.  

We have received information that due the 
current high transmission rates of COVID-19 
and with the recommendations from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the Southern Nevada Health District, and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics it is 
recommended and SSMCS will follow the 
guidance that all students and staff are 
required to wear face masks indoors, 
unless medical or developmental conditions 
prohibit use whether or not they are 
vaccinated for COVID.  
  
We will continue to monitor the health data 
in our community to make informed 
decisions regarding the implementation of 
mitigation strategies and continue reviewing 
the recommendations provided to us by our 
sponsor the SPCSA and CDC and SNHD.  

https://www.silversandsmcs.org/ssmcs-documents


 

Students will eat lunch in their classroom. All students will need to bring a lunch from 
home. Milk is available at the school for 65 cents. Look for lunch opportunities such 
as Panda Bowl Wednesdays (profits go to 8th grade milestone) and other possible 
lunch programs. 

Please send a well-balanced, nutritional lunch (with ice pack if needed) each day. We 
encourage you to use reusable containers, utensils, and napkins as much as possible. Please send a second 
cloth napkin in your child’s lunchbox every day to serve as a placemat.  

Good lunches can be simple. A sandwich, an apple, and milk or water is a very well balanced lunch.  Good lunch 
choices may include: chicken, turkey or cheese sandwiches, hard-boiled eggs, peanut butter, leftovers from 
dinner in a thermos, string cheese, whole wheat crackers, vegetables, cottage cheese, yogurt, celery with 
peanut butter, rice cakes, nuts, fresh fruit, and milk or water. 

Please do not send the following items in the lunch: sodas, candy, high sugar beverages or other treats with 
excessive amounts of refined sugar, salts, and fat. Research indicates that consumption of high sugar items 
results in poor concentration, difficulty in retention, and overactive or overtired children. Please help us 
encourage good, wholesome eating habits that last a lifetime. 

The following is an excerpt from our student handbook. Specific prohibitions and 
limitations include (but are not limited to) the following: 

Tops/Skirts/Dresses/Pants/Shorts 
• Tops must cover the upper and middle torso at all times 
• Skirts must cover the lower torso with no skin showing between top and skirt 
• Skirts/shorts and dresses must be at least mid-thigh in length; no mini-skirts/shorts; no 
spandex shorts 
• No exposed undergarments 

• No halter, tank or tube tops; no transparent, half, or muscle shirts 
• No exposed shoulders 
• No pajamas, lounge wear, or bath robes 
• No sagging pants or shorts 
• No cut-offs or ripped jeans 

Head Coverings 
No head coverings or sunglasses worn in the building during school hours (exceptions are made for religious or 
medical reasons). 

Footwear 
• Proper footwear at all times (no flip-flops, closed toe shoes are encouraged) 
• No house slippers 

Language/Illustrations on Clothing 
No obscene, vulgar, profane, or derogatory language or illustrations on clothing or anything that promotes 
alcohol, drugs, tobacco, gang membership, or violence. 

Field trip clothing 
As a matter of safety and for ease of identification of students, staff, and teachers, those persons attending a 
school-sponsored field trip will wear a Silver Sands Montessori t-shirt. One SSMCS t-shirt will be provided to 
each student upon completion of enrollment.  Additional t-shirts are sold at SSMCS.  

School Bags 
(K-5) Due to space and safety concerns, we ask that only SSMCS tote bags are brought to school. Please bring 
this bag to school on a daily basis and be sure to label the tote bag with your child’s name. Work or items utilized 
for school activities must fit within the tote bag. One tote bag will be provided to each student upon completion of 
enrollment, replacement tote bags are available for purchase at the front desk throughout the year. Please, NO 



backpacks. (Middle School) This year we are giving Middle School a SSMCS Backpack/Tote. ONLY SSMCS bags 
will be allowed. Replacement bags are available for purchase at the front desk throughout the year. 

TV and Movie Characters 
In addition to our school dress code, we ask that students do not wear or bring any items to school with cartoon, 
TV, or movie characters. This includes: clothing, shoes, lunch boxes, and hats. We also ask that your child does 
not wear “light up” shoes.  Characters and/or lights can be distracting. 




KINDERGARTEN

MS. KATIE - Welcome to kindergarten!! I am so excited to meet you all and watch your 
child learn and grow this year.  I am a Vegas area transplant from Georgia. I graduated 
from the University of West Georgia and I am excited to start year 15 of teaching! 
Beginning my career as a fifth grade teacher for four years and then found my true 
passion as   a kindergarten teacher where I have been for the past eight years. I began 
teaching here at Silver Sands in January 2018. I am excited for another year in the 
kindergarten classroom guiding children towards success. Besides being an educator, I am a wife to Mark, and a 
mother to Cameron (15) and Reagan (13). Together as a family we enjoy being outdoors but also occasionally 
relaxing with a good book or watching a movie together. 

MS. STEPHANIE - A warm welcome to our new SSMCS families welcome back to all the wonderful returning 
families. I am super excited to have everyone join us onsite this year where we will build an amazing school 
community for the 2021-2022 school year and look forward to growing our “school family”.  I am proud to be 
the lead teacher of the Desert Tortoise classroom kindergarten is such a fun and exploration filled time in a 
child’s life.  I have been teaching for 20+ years and have been at SSMCS since the 2016-2017 school year. I have 
received my certificate in Early Childhood Training for Montessori education, as well as being recognized as 
highly qualified by the Nevada Department of Education. I feed my thirst for knowledge by participating in a 
variety of professional development. I have two amazing boys who love all things sports. We spend time as a 
family swimming, traveling, and playing soccer.  I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to share my love of 
learning with the students and families at SSMCS. 

LOWER ELEMENTARY

MS. AMY - I am super excited to return to in-person learning for my third year in lower elementary. I was 
initially introduced to Montessori through my son, Louis, who attended Montessori pre-k to third grade and was 
one of the “Opening Day” students here at Silver Sands as a third year! He is now entering his third year of 
COLLEGE at the University of Nevada, Reno majoring in marketing. I am a certified Montessori teacher (ages 
3-6 and 6-9) and I also have a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism/Marketing from Arizona State University. 
I grew up in St. Louis, love all things Cardinals and have lived in Henderson for 28 years with my husband, 
Jerry, a Cubs fan! Welcome back, friends! 

MS. JOCELYN - I am excited to be your new Lower Elementary Teacher.  I have had 11 years experience as an 
Elementary educator.  In fact, it was here at Silver Sands that I gained four years as a Montessori elementary 
teacher immersing myself in the school community and receiving my Montessori certification.  My experience 
has allowed me to gain immeasurable understanding of motivating students through creative and effective 
lessons. I was motivated to go into teaching after working as an administrative assistant at a private 
elementary school.  Here in Vegas, I received my Master’s in Elementary Education. 

Just a glimpse of my background: I have been here in Vegas for about 20 years now.  Prior to that, I lived in NJ, 
where I worked as a Social Worker and an Asst. Director of a childcare center.  My grandmother was a huge 
influence on my direction, as she was an educator herself.  My family has since moved to Florida, where much of 
my summer is spent.  One of my greatest joys is my son, Max, who is busy playing basketball and focusing on 
where he will be going to college. 

Meet our Fabulous Teachers



This summer was spent getting some sand and sun in beautiful Miami Beach.  It also marks the first time in a 
year and a half that I stepped foot on a plane. 

I know these last few years has been unique for all of us, but especially to the school world.  I am eager to go 
back into our accustomed setting, allowing students to explore and have a hands on approach to learning once 
again. 

I look forward to meeting all of you! 

MS. KRISTEN - Hello! I hope you had a great summer break. I am so excited to be back in the classroom.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone in person. 

   

UPPER ELEMENTARY

MS. KIM-  Hello to all our new and returning Silver Sands families and students. I am Ms. Kim, the teacher of 
the amazing Rattlesnakes in Upper Elementary. This is my second year at our wonderful 
school and I am proud to be a part of our family. I have experience teaching all elementary 
grades including being a high school academic coordinator. I’m excited to meet all of you in 
person and looking forward to this upcoming school year.  

MS. NANCY - My name is Nancy Nowakowski and I will be your child’s teacher for this year.  
I am excited for this opportunity since its my first year here at this school and new to the 
community.  I am eager and overly excited in meeting everyone of you as well as your child to have a successful 
year of learning.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL

MS. MARA - Welcome back, everyone! My name is Ms. Mara, and I am so delighted to be 
with you in English Language Arts this year. 

This is my seventh year here at Silver Sands. I have taught in elementary schools and 
special programs for 12 years altogether. I hold a master’s degree in teaching, a K-8 NV 
teaching license, a Montessori certification, and am currently working toward a licensure 
specialization focusing on literacy. If you remember me from Upper Elementary, you know how much I adore 
reading and ELA. I am so excited to have the chance to read and work with you! 

Fun Fact: I’m originally from Montreal, Quebec where I earned degrees in History and Fine Arts. Teaching is my 
second career.  

MS. KEYA - Welcome back middle schoolers, and welcome to middle school incoming 6th graders! I am so 
excited to see you in person for Math classes, 6th/7th grade P.E., and Shakespeare! I am thrilled to have you 
back in the classroom working with materials and working on individualized math projects,  plus other 
new concepts. I am particularly excited for the Problem of the Week segment! Each week you will be given a 
critical thinking/reasoning/logic problem and have until the following Tuesday to solve and submit your 
answers! Then every class will have a Socratic seminar to discuss your methods and answers. We are going to 
have a wonderful year, see you soon!  

MS. LINDSEY - Welcome back Sidewinders, I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable summer and are ready 
for the upcoming school year!! I am looking forward to the 2021-2022 school year at Silver Sands, and am 
prepared for the adventure that lies ahead. This year I will be teaching 6th grade Ancient history, 7th grade 
U.S. history and 8th grade World Geography and history, as well as a fun new Service based elective for our 8th 
grade students. I am anticipating seeing all of your smiling faces back in the classroom again, as we all adjust to 
in person learning this first quarter.  



MR. JOHNNY - Hello Sidewinders! I am eager to begin the new school year in person. I spent some of my 
summer break planning for this upcoming year. Hoping to make middle school Science more hands on than ever 
before. I know that we will face challenges along the way but we will make the most of it. Enjoy what is left of 
your summer break. See you soon. 

MS. ALESSANDRA (MUSIC)- Welcome to a new school year! I am excited for this upcoming school 
year! I received a Bachelor of Music Education with an emphasis in Spanish from the University of 
Northern Colorado. I enjoy traveling and learning about new places.   In my free time I also enjoy reading, 
playing music and playing with my little daughter. 

MS. REBECCA (ART)- Hello Sidewinder families and welcome back! I am looking forward to teaching art 
for a 5th year at Silver Sands. I am a Las Vegas native and graduated from UNLV with a Bachelors degree 
in Landscape Architecture. I enjoy creating, camping, and traveling with my husband and daughters. I am 
looking forward to seeing returning students and meeting all of the new students who will be joining us 
this year!  
 

To ensure the safety of the children during drop off and pick up, please follow these procedures.   

	 	 Kindergarten Times	 	 	 Elementary & Middle School Times  	  
	 	 Drop off  	 	 8:00-8:15	 Drop off All Grades	 	 8:00-8:15 
	 	 Pick up Afternoon	 2:45	 	 Pick up Lower El Gr.1-3	 	 2:45 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pick up Upper El Gr. 4-5	 	 3:00 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pickup Middle School	 	 3:00 

Elementary & Middle School Parents:  We encourage parents to use the YELLOW CURB drop-off area. However, if 
you feel strongly that you need to escort your child to his/her classroom, please park on Whitney Mesa Dr., since no 
parking will be allowed in the parking lot during drop off and pickup times. Please do not park in the covered parking 
spots, those are reserved for the staff at SSMCS. Go directly to the outer classroom door, parents are not allowed in 
the building without signing in. Please make the transfer of your child to the teacher brief so the class can get 
started.  

Yellow Curb Area: 
Drop off: Follow the flow of traffic in the circle until you arrive at the yellow curb. Place the name card provided by 
the office on the dash of your car so the designated staff member(s) can see the names and greet the children. Do not 
allow your children to exit the car until you arrive at the drop-off area (yellow curb). 

Pick Up: Place the name card on the dash of your car so the staff can see it easily.  Wait in the circle of traffic until you 
get to the pick-up area (yellow-curb). At that time, a staff member will radio the teacher to release your child(ren). 
Children will not be released until staff members have matched them to a pick up vehicle. 

Please do not park in the neighboring parking lots.  We have received 
notice that “Unauthorized parking signs have been installed and the 

rules of towing will be enforced to remove unauthorized vehicles at the 
owners’ expense effective immediately.” Also, when exiting the 

parking lot - NO LEFT TURNS. 

Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures





SILVER SANDS MONTESSORI | 2021-2022 CALENDAR 

AUGUST ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     
       

 

7/26 Admin/Office Return 
7/30 Teachers Return 
2      Support Teachers Return  
9 First Day of School 
 

 17 ½ day for Students 
18 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
21 Presidents’ Day 

FEBRUARY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28      
       

 

     
SEPTEMBER ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   
       

 

3 ½ day for Students 
6      Labor Day (No School) 

 
 11 3rd Qtr Ends (47 days) 

14    Charter Holiday (No 
 School)  
 2nd Contingency Day if 
 needed 

 

MARCH ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   
       

 

     
OCTOBER ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

8 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
 1st Qtr Ends (44 days) 
15/18  Parent/Teacher Conf. 
     (No School) 
28 ½ day for Students 
29    Nevada Day (No School) 

 8 ½ day for Students 
11-15 Spring Break (No 
 School) 
18    Spring Break cont. 
 3rd Contingency Day if 
 needed 

 

APRIL ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

     
NOVEMBER ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     
       

 

11-12      Veterans Day  
  (No School) 
22-26 Thanksgiving/Family 
  Week (No School) 

 25 ½ day for Students 
 Last Day of School for 
 students 
26 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
 4th Qtr Ends (42 days) 
 Sem 2 Ends (86 days) 
27 Last Day for teachers 
30       Memorial’s Day 

MAY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     
       

 

     
DECEMBER ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  
       

 

17 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
 2nd Qtr Ends (42 days) 
 Sem 1 Ends (86 days) 
20-31 Winter Break  

  JUNE ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   
       

 

     
JANUARY ‘22 

S M T W Th F S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

3      Winter Break 
 1st Contingency Day if 
 needed 
4 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
5 Classes resume 
17   M.L. King Day (No 
 School) 

 4          Independence Day JULY ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

17 

21/38 

20/58 

15/73 

13/86 

19/105 

19/124 

22/146 

15/161 

19/94/180 


