
Plan to Move Forward in 
SY2020-2021 Fourth Quarter 
For the current third quarter of SY2020-2021, our school board approved the 
recommendation by the Reopening Committee to continue with full-distance 
learning, with a note for the Committee to revisit the plan for the fourth quarter. 
In the third quarter, there was an exception for bringing in our special 
population of students, who were struggling and in need of in-person support 
and assistance.  Coordinated by our Special Programs Administrator, these 
students were brought in for a few hours once a week which has been beneficial 
to their learning and created a stronger connection with their classroom and 
attendance. Our ELL students (English Language Learners) most recently have 
been coming in to do their WIDA assessments. With consistent health and safety 
procedures in place, this small step has allowed administration and staff to test 
operational protocols for their effectiveness. 

The Reopening Committee reviewed its options for the upcoming fourth 
quarter. The goal was to make cautious but definite steps forward in supporting 
all of our students who are struggling and need assistance. This includes 
students struggling with academics or social-emotional needs, in an 
environment that uses mitigation strategies to help ensure a safe delivery of in-
person learning and support. The Committee is taking a more cautious 
approach in hopes of avoiding steps backward so that we can return to the 
2021-2022 school year in a hybrid in-person model at a minimum.  Below is the 
recommendation by the Reopening Committee at the board meeting held on 
Wednesday, February 17th, 2021. The Board of Trustees supported and 
approved the Reopening Committee’s recommendation.  

Requested and Approved Plan to Move Forward in SY2020-2021 Fourth 
Quarter:   

• Continue distance learning as established at the beginning of the year, with 
continued pickup and drop-off of weekly work packets. 

• Continue allowing all special population students who are struggling with 
distance learning to come in weekly and meet with the Special Programs 
Administrator and/or teacher(s) for additional support and assistance. 
‣ Including in-person for assessments, observations, and testing. 

• Allow teachers to extend the invitation to all students who are struggling 
academically due to distance learning, or for social emotional reasons and 
could use weekly additional support and assistance in-person. 
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Upcoming Dates/
Events 

2/22 Montessori Education/Peace    
 Week Begins 

2/26 Virtual Scholastic Book Fair   
 begins and runs through 3/11 

3/1-5 Nevada Reading Week  

3/10 End of 3rd Quarter 

3/17 Parent/Teacher Conferences -    
 No school 

3/26-4/5  Spring Break - No School 

SSMCS is currently working 
remotely, please email teachers 
directly with any questions. For 
general questions please email 
info@silversandsmcs.org. 

Office Hours are Monday-
Wednesday 8:30am-3:30pm

http://www.SilverSandsMCS.org
mailto:info@silversandsmcs.org
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‣ Teachers will be reviewing their class lists and reaching out to their students and families in the next few weeks.  
‣ Teachers may be rotating students based on need or topics covered on specific weeks. 
‣ Some Grade-levels are also considering in-person meetings with specific groups of students. For example: 

‣ Kindergarten is considering allowing all students to schedule a time for a “visit” to their classroom, as most 
have not had the chance to see their room in-person. 

‣ Lower Elementary and Upper Elementary are considering requesting 3rd and 4th years before state testing 
begins, to acclimate them to taking an online test for the first time to relieve possible anxiety. 

‣ Middle School is also considering special groups for state testing review. 

• Conduct Required State Accountability Testing at the school. 
‣ SBAC State Testing (Grades 3rd- 8th) 
‣ Science (Grades 5th & 8th) 
‣ End of Year Math Test (8th Grade Algebra students only) 

• Conduct Required Health Screenings 
‣ Hearing and Vision for Kindergarten, 4th, 7th, and any new students new to attending school in Clark County 
‣ Scoliosis screening for 7th grade students 

We are naturally very excited to once again be inviting some of our students back into the building to offer additional 
assistance and in-person support. However, we cannot emphasize enough how important it is that we all practice the 
COVID – 19 health and safety procedures which we have established based on guidance from the State/County and 
the CDC for the safety and well-being of our school community in the building.  This document will be sent out to our 
families whose students will be coming in during the fourth quarter, as well as posted on our school’s website. 

Our continued appreciation to all of our staff, parents and students, for your amazing dedication to maintain distance 
learning. Please continue to reach out to your child’s teacher or the administrative office if you any questions about the 
upcoming quarter or need any assistance. We are here to support our Silver Sands families to the best of our ability. 
Thank you, be safe, and continue to support each other with grace, empathy, and kindness.   

Marlo Tsuchiyama, Head of School, and  
The SSMCS Reopening Committee  
Keya Bromberg- MS Teacher  
Dennis Burke- Support Staff/B&A Care  
Mayumi Coffman- Board Member/Parent  
Candace Fletcher- LE Teacher  
Kristofor Jacobson, Board Chair 
Kim Hodge- Special Programs Admin.  

Rebecca Maneilly- Specialist/Parent  
Danette Olmos-Green- Dir. of Operation & Facilities  
Mara Tattner- UE Teacher  
Helen Tellio- Registrar/Former FASA  
Laura Yavitz- Parent 

SSMCS SY20-21 Upcoming Assessments 
In accordance with the Nevada State Law, Silver Sands students in grades 3-8 will participate  in the Nevada Smarter 
Balance Assessments (SBAC), and students in grades 5 and 8 will participate in the State Science Assessments. Also, 
8th grade students enrolled in Algebra 1 will take the End Of Course exam. These assessments will all be on campus. 
Assessments will consist of a computer adaptive test and performance task. The purpose of these assessments is to 
measure individual student achievement on the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NVACS) for English language 
arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics, as well as Nevada State Content for science in grades 5 and 8. In addition, all 
students in grades K to 3 will participate in the Spring MAP assessment online at home, and students  identified as 
English Language Learners will participate in the WIDA assessment on campus.  
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Tentative Dates for these assessments are listed below: 

• English Language Proficiency Assessments (WIDA)- January 27 - February 26 (Administered on campus) 

• Spring MAP Assessment- March 8 - March 15  grades K-3 only (Administered online) 

• SBAC Assessment- February 18 - May 19  grades 3-8 only (An email will be sent to parents to schedule their child to 
come on campus using SignUpGenius) 

• SBAC Science Assessment- February 18 - May 19 grades 5 and 8 only (An email will be sent to parents to schedule 
their child to come on campus using SignUpGenius) 

• Algebra 1 Math End of Course (EOC) Exam- May 3 - May 7 grades 8 Algebra I course only booklet test (An email will 
be sent to parents to schedule their child to come on campus using SignUpGenius.) 

To ensure that we assess your son's/daughter's performance accurately, we are asking for your assistance. First, it is 
essential that your son/daughter come to school on the day they are scheduled to take the assessment. Please be sure 
students are rested, eat a nutritious breakfast, and arrive at school on time. They are required to wear a mask and bring 
a water bottle. In addition, students should be in attendance daily at Zoom sessions in order to be properly prepared 
for these exams. By encouraging your son/daughter to complete homework tasks and study for tests/quizzes in school, 
you will be helping to prepare your child to perform well on these exams.  

We greatly appreciate your cooperation. If you have any questions, please contact the school at (702) 522-6220 or 
email Ms. Kim at ms.kim@silversandsmcs.org. 

Peace Week Schedule 
MONDAY, 2/22 - Scavenger Hunt Monday!   On this day, Ms. Helen’s super fun scavenger hunt 
list will be sent out to all families  through Infinite Campus. The classroom that has the most 
submissions by the end of Peace Week will receive a “Mystery Prize”!  

TUESDAY, 2/23 - Light a Candle for Peace Tuesday! Our musically talented Ms. Alessandra will 
be sending out links to a couple music videos that she is recording:  “Light a Candle for Peace”, 
and “We All Need Peace”. 

WEDNESDAY, 2/24 - Peace Rocks Wednesday!   At drop-off/pickup, students will receive a rock and instructions from 
Ms. Rebecca & Ms. Erica.   A lesson for the Peace Rocks will be given with Ms. Rebecca for Kinder and Upper El on the 
26th, and Lower EL on March 3rd.   Middle School: 8th grade will work on their rocks in Practical Life, and 6th and 7th 
will receive a link to an instructional video from Ms. Rebecca with special appearance from Ms. Erica, the Peace Rock 
Painting Diva! 

THURSDAY, 2/25 - Tie-Die Thursday!   This is a 
simple one!  Wear your favorite tie-die shirt, peace 
themed, Be Kind, or Silver Sands shirt!  

FRIDAY, 2/26 - Peaceful Reading Friday!  
Encourage your students to take some time out of 
on this day to find a quiet and peaceful spot to 
read their favorite book.     Also, don’t forget our 
virtual Book Fair kicks-off on this day!   

Thank you for helping us make this Peace Week a 
special one!  
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Change Your World - Read! Nevada Reading Week 
March 1-5, 2021* 
Monday, March 1st  Cat in the Hat (wear your favorite hat) 

Tuesday, March 2nd  Fox in Sox (wear silly socks) 

Wednesday, March 3rd  Wacky Wednesday (dress wacky)   

Thursday, March 4th  Book Character Day (dress as your favorite book   
 character) 

Friday, March 5th  I am not Going to Get Up Today (wear your pajamas) 

*Assorted Reading and Activities throughout the week 

 

4

Silver Sands Montessori Charter School Book Fair 
Feb. 26- Mar. 11 

Our Book Fair is online! Support our school and help your child discover new books, favorite characters, complete series, and 
more! You'll love the fun new op?on to shop for Book Fair exclusives directly from the interac?ve booklist and enjoy free 

shipping on book-only purchases over $25. 

Books are fun no maHer how you get them... let's con?nue a love of reading! Find our Fair star?ng on Friday, Feb. 26. 

h;ps://www.scholas@c.com/bf/ssmcs  

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ssmcs

