
 

Covid-19 School Update 
Dear Silver Sands Families, 

We hope this newsletter finds you all well and supporting each other during this 
difficult and uncertain time. As many of you have probably learned yesterday 
evening, Governor Sisolak addressed the State and announced that schools  
buildings will not re-open during the 2019-2020 school year,  and distance learning 
will continue for the remainder of the year.   

Our sincere appreciation to all of our staff, parents and students, for your amazing 
dedication to maintain learning via distance education. We understand that the 
closure of school has had a significant impact on our families, and we will continue 
to support the needs of our students. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you 
have any questions or need assistance. 

We will continue to send out letters to families with any updates via Infinite Campus. 
We will continue to post all communications sent out by our school concerning the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation on the homepage of our school website, as well 
as community resource links, and documents that were shared with us from our state 
sponsor.  We will be starting a Q&A section of the frequently asked questions from 
our community which we hope will be helpful to everyone.      

To keep in positive spirits and have some school familiarity for our students, this 
week, Student Council’s president Maile, organized a Distance Spirit Week.  We are 
having a positive response in participation and have been sharing them with our 
school community via Infinite Campus, classroom emails, and the school’s Facebook 
page.  Keep your spirits up Sidewinders! 

In order to reduce the spread of the virus in our communities and state, we continue 
to encourage our entire community to: practice social distancing by staying at least 
six feet away from other people, staying at home as much as possible, limiting time 
in stores, and adhering to any other directives from our public officials. Support 
each other with grace, empathy, and kindness through this difficult time. We miss 
you all!  

On behalf of the school and our administrative team, well 
wishes and take care! 

Ms. Marlo 
Head of School 
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Upcoming Dates/
Events 

4/23 Spirit Week-Don’t have to be 6 
Ft from a good Book Day Thursday 

4/24 Spirit Week-Pajama Day  

5/22 Last Day of Distance Ed.            
 4th Qtr Ends, Sem 2 Ends 

5/25 Memorial Day Holiday  

5/28 Last Day for Teachers/Support 

SSMCS Administrators and office 
are teleworking during the hours 
of 8 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Please contact us 
by email if you have any 
questions. 

Admin: 
ms.marlo@silversandsmcs.org 

ms.denise@silversandsmcs.org 

ms.danette@silversandsmcs.org 

ms.kim@silversandsmcs.org  

Office: 
ms.helen@silversandsmcs.org 

ms.elena@silversandsmcs.org  
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Principal Message  

Of all things, love is the most potent. 
                                                                                                                                    Maria Montessori      
     

What an adventure we have all been on! And, yet, with all the changes, what Montessori teaches about child development, 
fundamental needs, and human flourishing has not changed. Rather, it offers us a NorthStar to turn to as we move forward in 
serving our students and families. And, SSMCS has moved into this new space with commitment, grace and love.  

After our initial rush to put together packets and such, we are seeing our teachers and families intentionally focusing on what 
matters most to our children--belonging and connection to our community, purpose and accomplishment in work. We know 
this is new for children, families, and teachers, and everyone needs time and grace as they adapt. Families are carrying a lot 
of the work, and they need support for understanding their children and managing their end of distance learning. I am 
humbled and awed as I see our students, families and teachers rising to the occasion of completing assignments, and 
creating new and exciting projects. Please know that we are aware of how hard this must be for everyone and we are here to 
meet your individual needs as best we can. Our teachers are committed, to the best of their ability, to: 

Prioritize social-emotional support to our families and students, creating community and individual connections through 
whatever means necessary 

Work hand-in-hand with parents to offer students developmentally appropriate structures that work for both parents and 
children  

Commit to these structures fostering functional independence, and balancing freedom with responsibility 

Create rich choices in lessons, projects, research, experiments, reading buddies, discussion groups, circle time, and song to 
provide experiences that are interactive, connected to community, and personally meaningful to students 

As Governor Sisolak has stated, “We are all operating under challenging circumstances, and I am proud of our educators for 
coming together to find creative solutions to ensure students can continue learning despite school closures.” 

This time will pass and we will return to our classrooms. At times we fear what students may have lost academically, 
emotionally and spiritually. But when we open our ears and hearts to the creativity, ingenuity, dedication and love this SSMCS 
Family is showing up with every day, we are also buoyed by the hope in newfound ways of connecting, learning, and 
adapting.  

Thank you for your patience, support, and love during this chaotic time. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s 
teacher(s) for any reason at all. We are all in this together and want only the best for your sons and daughters. 
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SSMCS Questions & Answers 
We have put together some questions and answers that we have received. If you have additional questions that you 
would like to have answered please send an email to info@silversandsmcs.org with the subject heading of SSMCS 
Q&A. 

General Questions 

Q: When will school reopen? 

A: Governor Sisolak declared on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 that all Nevada school buildings would remain closed and 
continue distance education for the remainder of this school year. No additional guidance has been provided for the 
upcoming school year. 

Q: When can I pick up my student's personal belongings? 

A: SSMCS is working on a plan for families to pickup any student’s personal belongings. As soon as we have a plan in place 
we will contact families with additional information. 

Q: Are student assignments being graded during distance learning?  

A: Yes. Students are being graded on their participation and the process of learning. Each student's grade is being 
individualized according to their needs and accessibility of internet access and devices. Please contact your child's teacher 
and they will provide resources and alternate assignments if needed to meet your specific needs, It is very important that 
your child makes every effort to participate in their learning and show how they are achieving their individual goals. 

Q: Will my student be held back next year if they can't complete all the class assignments? 

A: Final grades will reflect missing assignments, however, unless you and your teacher talked about retention before 
distance learning, students will not be held back. Kinder through 5th grade will be receiving their 1-4 rubric assessment for 
their completed, individualized assignments. 

Middle school students are expected to make every effort to participate in their assignments. All assignments are being 
graded individually according to each child's needs and level of participation. Assignments turned in late will not be 
penalized. With that said, making little or no effort to complete assignments, students can and will receive a failing mark in 
that subject area for the quarter. If families are having difficulty getting the assignments completed it is important that you 
communicate directly with the teachers to request assistance or time accommodations in order to avoid failing any of their 
classes. 

Q: Will I get my deposit returned for the 5th Grade Milestone to SeaWorld? 

A: Yes, the deposits will be refunded and mailed to families. As we work from home we are looking for ways to get the 
checks completed and mailed with a goal of end of May at the latest. 

Q: How can I pay for my before/aftercare balance? 

A: Notices will be mailed out this week with any balances, payments by check or money order can be mailed to the school: 
Silver Sands Montessori Charter School, 1841 Whitney Mesa Dr., Henderson, NV 89014. 

Q: How do I update my contact information with the school? 

A: Please sign in to your Infinite Campus account to update your email, address or phone number. You can access Infinite 
Campus from the the school website at: https://www.silversandsmcs.org. At the bottom right of the main page click on the 
Infinite Campus portal link. If you have forgotten your user name or password please email Ms. Helen, school registrar, at 
ms.helen@silversandsmcs.org or Ms. Danette, Director of Operations at ms.danette@silversandsmcs.org. 
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Q: How do I complete enrollment or re-enrollment? 

A: We will be working on completing enrollment for any new students that have been selected in the school lottery. We will 
send any required documents in the mail and set up procedures for payment of the Special Programs and Materials Fee. 

Services to Children with Disabilities 

Q: Who do I contact regarding special education IEP’s/504 Plan and related services questions? 

A: Email Kim Hodge, Special Programs Administrator  ms.kim@silversandsmcs.org 

Q:  Will my child continue to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) during a school closure caused by 
the  COVID-19 outbreak? 

A: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandates that all eligible students have a right to a free and 
appropriate public education (i.e., FAPE as articulated in an IEP) even in times of crisis. Services will continue using the 
distance learning virtual/online platform. In the event, that those services cannot be provided virtually, compensatory services 
will be provided when school re-opens. 

Q: Will IEP meetings be held during the COVID-19 outbreak? 

A: Yes, Individualized Educational Program (IEP) meeting will occur virtually/online/phone, as needed. 

Q: Will my child continue to receive speech therapy and/or occupational therapy during the COVID-19 outbreak? 

A: Services will continue using the distance learning virtual/online platform. In the event, that those services cannot be 
provided virtually, compensatory services will be provided when school re-opens. 

Q: Will my child be receiving the accommodations outline in their IEP/504 Plan during the COVID-19 outbreak? 

A: Accommodations, modifications, or other supports will be guaranteed as outlined in the IEP/504 Plan.    

Acronym/Definitions: 
IDEA- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

FAPE- Free Appropriate Public Education. Special education laws state that each eligible child with a disability is entitled to a 
free appropriate public education. 

IEP- The Individualized Educational Program (IEP) is a plan or program developed to ensure that a child who has a disability 
identified under the law and is attending an elementary or secondary educational institution receives specialized instruction 
and related services. 

504 Plan- The 504 Plan is a plan developed to ensure that a child who has a disability identified under the law and is 
attending an elementary or secondary educational institution receives accommodations that will ensure their academic 
success and access to the learning environment. 

Compensatory Services- IDEA allows, in certain instances, for students with IEP’s to receive services retroactively. This can 
happen when circumstances will not allow for services provision in the ordinary course of instruction. 
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Calendar Draft 
Below is a copy of the DRAFT calendar that was submitted and approved by our school board. The calendar is still a draft 
until it is approved by the Nevada Superintendent of Schools.  School is currently scheduled to start on August 10th for 
students.   
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SILVER SANDS MONTESSORI CHARTER SCH | 2020-2021 CALENDAR 

JULY ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  
       

 

4 Independence  Day 
23 Admin/Office begin work   JANUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

1-4 Winter Break cont 
 (No School) 1st 
 contingency day if 
 needed 
5 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
6 Classes Resume 
18      M.L. King Day (No School) 

 
18/104 

     
AUGUST ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

3-7 Staff In-Service 
 Teachers Begin work 
10 First Day of School 
  
 
 

16/16 

 FEBRUARY ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28       
       

 

12       ½ day for students 
15 Presidents’ Day  
 (No School) 
 
 
 

19/123 

SEPTEMBER ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    
       

 

4       ½ day for students 
7       Labor Day (No School) 
 
 
 
 

21/37 

 MARCH ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    
       

 

10  End of 3rd Qtr (45 days) 
18/19 Parent/Teacher Conf. 
 (No School) 
26       ½ day for students 
29-31 Spring Break (No School) 
 
 
 

20/143 

OCTOBER ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       
 

9  End of 1st Qtr (44 days) 
16/19 Parent/Teacher Conf. 
 (No School) 
29       ½ day for students 
30  Nevada Day (No School) 
 
 

21/58 

 APRIL ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30  

       
 

1-2    Spring Break cont  
 (No School) 
5 Spring Break cont  
 (No School) 2nd 
 contingency day if 
 needed 
26 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
 

19/162 
 

NOVEMBER ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      
       

 

2   Ext. Holiday (No School) 
3 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
11 Veterans Day (No School) 
23-27 Family/Thanksgiving Wk 
 (No School) 
 
 

14/72 

 MAY ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

26 Last Day for Students 
 ½ day for students 
 End of 4th Qtr (49) 
 End of 2nd Sem (94) 
27 3rd contingency day if 
 needed 
28 Last day for Teachers 
31  Memorial’s Day 

18/180 

DECEMBER ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   
       

 

18 Prof. Dev. (No School) 
 End of 2nd Qtr (42 days) 
 End of 1st Sem (86 days) 
21-31 Winter Break 
 (No School) 
 
 

14/86 

 JUNE ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    
       

 

18 Last day for Admin/ 
 Office 
 


