
Montessori and 
Distance Learning

"Our aim is not merely to make the 
child understand, and still less to 
force him to memorize, but so to 
touch his imagination as to enthuse 
him to his innermost core." 
~Dr. Maria Montessori



Learning From Home
• Replicating what happens in our classrooms is not 

something we can achieve during this period.
• As we embark on this time of “Learning from Home,” our 

aim is to create a Montessori-based framework that serves 
our students while supporting parents as we all adapt to a 
different daily routine.

• Our goal is to work in collaboration with families to keep 
alive the culture of learning that is unique to Montessori 
and provides families with support, direct instruction, 
assignments and activities that match the developmental 
needs and characteristics of the child.

• It is important to us that the children’s work during this 
time be enjoyable, thoughtful, challenging and rewarding. 
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Education for Life
Education comes from the Latin words educare, meaning to 
“bring up” and ducere, meaning “to lead.”

As parents, you are the first educators of your children. Any 
unnecessary help we give our children is a hinderance to their 
development. 

We are raising, “bringing up” these children to be successful in 
all aspects of life and to develop and sustain a love for learning.
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How do we establish this at home? 

• The Montessori method is all about the process. 
While completion of work is important, it is our 
approach that makes all the difference. 

• Learning is most effective when it is within a greater 
context. When we connect subjects and concepts, we 
establish meaning which fuels motivation in students. 

• Above all, we want children to feel connected to their 
learning, not simply “complete assignments” while at 
home. 

• Learning together with a sense of exploration, 
curiosity and discovery results in deeper and more 
meaningful experiences for children. This instills a 
great sense of ownership and responsibility for the 
child. 

• It is important to us that we maintain a feeling of 
connectedness throughout this process.
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We Are Learning This Together
Montessori Triangle – Child Full of 

Promise
• By watching our children when they 

are involved in an activity we will 
gain important clues into their skills, 
their need for new skill building 
activities, and their personalities.

• Concentration and independence –
that’s what we are looking for in the 
work of the child.

• “Never help a child with a task at 
which he feels he can succeed.”
― Dr. Maria Montessori

5 9/30/20

Adu
lts

 -
Obs

erv
e Child – Absorbs 

Environment – Brings Calm



The Home Prepared Environment
• For our Kindergarten and Lower Elementary students, the learning environment 

is your home and surroundings.
vThis means finding ways to support independence while guiding your child to engage in 

meaningful tasks assigned by the teacher.

• For our Upper Elementary to Middle School students, this will mean all of the 
above, plus:
vEstablishing a quiet space, expectations and routines for each specific assignment given by 

teachers.  

• For all our students, it will be important for them to maintain their routine of 
handing in work and receiving feedback from their teachers.

• Ideas for home:
vAsk your child where to set up their space (if applicable)  
vMake a schedule together that works for your family (Virtual instruction, independent work on 

packets and assignments, when to take breaks / have time outdoors etc.) 
v Gather ideas for activities and projects 
v Organize materials – easy access

• Overall, we can approach this as an opportunity to be creative and collaborative 
- we are here to support you through this process. 
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Practical Life
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Practical life is an important part of experiential learning especially during distance 
learning. It is part of every Montessori classroom, for all ages, and can be mirrored at 
home. Practical life activities:

• foster order and sequence; 
• develop concentration; 
• encourage physical independence; 
• foster the development of fine motor control; and 
• provide opportunities for planning and carrying out tasks.



The Practical Life area also provides children with 
opportunities to contribute to family life. 

• Inherent in these activities is the development of key executive functions: 
decision making, organization, problem-solving, impulse control, collaboration 
and communication. These skills form the foundation of a child’s academic 
learning.

• Examples of practical life might include: 
v setting the table; 
v watering plants;  
v tidying and organizing rooms;  
v planning an outing;  
v taking care of pets;  
v preparing a snack/meal;  
v helping with shopping lists/budgeting;  
v repairing a bicycle; or  
v planting a small urban garden.

• Planning and gathering resources to complete the tasks is purposeful work.
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The Uninterrupted Work Cycle
• Establishing a routine that works for your family is an essential first step to 

creating a successful learning environment at home.
• This contributes directly to the development of concentration and provides 

opportunities to collaborate and problem-solve.
• It is the framework that creates child-centered as opposed to teacher/adult-

directed learning.
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Continuing Montessori in the Home
Must Do’s For Parents/Adult Guides
• Do WITH your child
• See your Child as full of potential
• Purposely prepare your home 

Environment
• Be an observing, supportive Parent 

– be the guide on the side
• Encourage your child to advocate for 

him/her self
• Allow your child to make mistakes –

Mistakes are a valuable part of the 
learning process

• Communicate frequently with your 
child’s teacher – email, office hours

Please Avoid (Don’ts) For Parents/Adult 
guides
• Doing FOR your child – “Any child 

who is self-sufficient,…,reflects in his 
joy and sense of achievement the 
image of human dignity, which is 
derived from a sense of 
independence.”  Dr. Maria 
Montessori

• Please do not ask questions of the 
teacher during your child’s virtual 
lessons.

• Please do not be on camera during 
your child’s virtual lessons

• Please do not use your child’s email 
account to communicate with 
teachers and staff.
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Students’ Must Do’s

• Attend and be on time for their “Virtual Classroom” – direct instruction and 
learning happens at this time, and it’s where students can ask questions.

• Upper El and Middles School students need to check their school emails for 
small group instruction, clarifications, and/or direct contact with their teacher 
often throughout the day.

• Come to “Virtual Classroom” prepared to learn –supplies, packet work, paper, 
pencil, etc.

• Work on their packet work, assignments, and projects between “Virtual 
Classroom” lessons. 

• Plan and organize work with guidance from parents.
• Follow teacher’s guidelines and academic expectations.
• Work with integrity on assigned tasks – Do your best.
• Be own advocate when assistance or further clarification is required – (younger 

students might need support from parent/adult). 
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Summary
• Human beings can be wonderfully resilient due to the strength of the human 

spirit – especially our young one’s.
• It is the role of family to protect and nurture the spirit of the child where the 

seeds of human greatness germinate.
vRespect and try to understand the work/activities of your child.
vSupport your child in doing their work – encourage them to complete it on their own.

• Do not Stress or Panic if your child doesn’t complete an assignment. Have 
them turn in what they were able to do and the teacher will give more 
instruction, clarification, and support as needed.
vWe’re learning together. We will all make some mistakes along the way, learn from them, 

and do better each day.

• Positive communication is vital – email, office hours, conferences 

• Thank You for all you do to help your child develop to his/her fullest 
potential.
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Because the task of transforming the 
world may take a generation or more, 
there is no better time for us to begin 
than now! 

One Child at a Time.


